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Dos and Don’ts of Online Video Teaching
Robert Edick
(ELEC)

In the current times, we are being forced to
switch from the classroom setting, which is face-to-
face, to online video platforms. Some things that
work in the classroom don’t work so well online.
This article will focus on some dos and don’ts for
online video teaching. These ideas will work on
different platforms, Zoom or Google Meet. There are
ideas for all parts of a lesson, from pre-lesson to

during the lesson to finally post-lesson.

Pre-Lesson

The focus will be on the dos and don’ts to
consider before the lesson begins. We are starting
with the platforms, then moving to the instructor
setup, followed by the expectations of the students,
and lastly, the lesson plan.

Do know your video platform. There are two
leading video platforms, Zoom and Google Meet.
They do the same thing and provide similar
functions. So, the first thing is to know the program
and what it can and can’t do. They both have pluses
and minuses.

Next is your setup. Don’t have a background
and find a blank or a simply designed wall. Then the
students must focus on you. Don’t have the camera
pointing up your nose. Do raise the computer, so the
camera is pointed down on your head. It is a more
appealing look.

Do tell the students what behavior is expected
from them. It is excellent to go over this during the
first class.

Here is an example list of Online Rules and the

reasons for each.

. Join the meeting 5 minutes before the class starts.

(Don’t waste time at the start of class letting all

the students in the room.)

. When the lesson starts, turn on your camera.

(To make sure the student’s camera works.)

. The only background you can use is Blur or Semi-

Blur.
(Use only blur or semi-blur backgrounds because
other backgrounds can hide the person’s face and

people in the background.)

. Leave your camera on during the whole lesson.

(The teacher can see the student’s reaction to
directions and explanations. Therefore, the
teacher can see if things are understood. Also, to
see if the students are focused on the tasks. Lastly,
the comfort of other students. Some people don’t
feel comfortable working with a partner if they
can’t see another person’s face. They don’t know

who they are talking to or who is listening.)

. You will be called on to turn on your mic during

the class. (Let the students know that they must be
ready to answer at any time; therefore, they should

pay attention.)

6. At the start of the class, open the chat function of

Zoom or Google Meet. (This is an easy way for
the students to interact with the teacher during the

lesson.)

. For attendance, the teacher will call your name;

you will turn on your mic and say “YES.” After
you will write “yes” in the chat.
(These are done to make sure the student’s mic

works and they open the chat.)

. If you have any problems with your camera, mic,

wifi, or computer, write a message in the chat.
(The chat will be saved after the lesson, so there
is a record of who has problems with their
computer, camera, speakers, mic, or wifi and
when.)

The last one is planning your lesson. Do spend

more time on it. Do write it out in a word document.

Think about your directions for teaching activities




and write them out. Decide what functions on the
video platform you will use. For example, using the
blackboard, screen sharing, a slide presentation, or
using the chat might take you a lot longer to plan a
video lesson than a face-to-face one. Therefore,

budget more time for it.

During the lesson

Moving on to the dos and don’ts during the
lesson, many things can be covered, but here is the
focus on presenting materials, attendance, “chesting,”
CCQs, pronunciation activities, breakout rooms, and
reporting.

There are three ways to present material in a
lesson: the blackboard, screen sharing, or chat. The
blackboard is where the teacher can write
information. Next is screen sharing of slides, word
documents, or pdfs. The last one is the chat. The
simplest and least time-consuming is the chat.

Next, take attendance at the beginning of the
lesson as stated above.

During the whole lesson, do “chesting.”
“Chesting” is when the teacher puts the textbook in
front of them and points to the part of it that is being
focused on. This action draws the students’ attention
to that part of the book.

Also, do wuse CCQs (Concept Checking
Questions) for everything. If the teacher is lucky,
they have 70% of the students’ attention during the
lesson. There are many other things that the students
could be doing simultaneously. Therefore, it is
crucial to ensure the students are following the
lesson. This is everything from checking the main
idea of the lesson to what activity is being done next.
Random students should be asked these questions,
not just the good ones. That makes all the students
pay attention. Also, have the students give a physical
sign that they understand. Having the students give
an “ok” indication is good.

Don’t do any repeating pronunciation activities

during the lesson. Most students will not do them.

So, only the teacher says the words, and the students
do nothing. Therefore, it is a waste of class time.

When the students are in breakout rooms, often
check on them during group activities. There are
three reasons for this. First, to make sure students
understand what to do. The second is to make sure
they do the work during the activity. The students
need to be checked on a few times during the
exercises. The last one is to see if the students are
finished or need more time.

Lastly, have the students report what they have
done in the breakout rooms to the class. Pick groups
randomly and choose more than one group. That

makes sure that all groups do something.

Post Lesson

Three things should be done after the lesson.
First, answer any questions that the students might
have. Tell the students who have questions to wait
until most of the students have left before asking
their questions. Next, give the students an email
address or another way to contact the teacher
between lessons. Lastly, think about any tech or

teaching problems and think of ways to solve them.

There are many ways to do online video lessons.
This article has focused on some of the dos and
don’ts for each part of online video lessons. There
were over 15 ideas that were introduced, but the two
most essential are the Online Rules and the CCQ:s.
This is because they had the most significant effect
on the smoothness of lessons. Try these two ideas or

some of the others in future online classes.
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